
SFS Weekly Communications Digest

August 9, 2016

The SFS Weekly Communications Digest contains information for the coming week and a summary of last
week's communications from the SFS mailbox. We hope you find this digest and its links helpful. If you have
questions at any time, please contact us by emailing the SFS Help Desk (helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov).

The Week Ahead

Summer Update

SFS is on track to apply the 2016 Summer Update to the SFS Production environment over the weekend of
August 27 and 28. Currently, the SFS expects to close the system for all users beginning on Friday, August
26 at 3:00 p.m. and reopen Monday, August 29 at 9:00 a.m.

All agencies and SFS users are encouraged to login to the Beta test environment and test key business
processes prior to August 26. The Beta test environment contains production data as of April 21 and a
button linking to the Beta test environment is available on SFSSecure 's home page. User passwords in the
environment are the same passwords used to test in the Agency Business Process test environment as of
July 7.

The 2016 Summer Update is a periodic update of the SFS that incorporates Oracle-supplied system
updates and approved changes into SFS's normal monthly release schedule. These updates enable SFS
users to benefit from regular improvements to the system's ease of use and functionality. A dedicated 2016
Summer Update web page is available on SFSSecure for users interested in information about changes
included in the update and key dates.

Training Updates

Four new Travel Authorization topics have been added to the Travel and Expense 201 self-paced training.
These topics reflect changes to the Travel Authorization entry and approval pages that users can expect to
see with the 2016 Summer Update. All the self-paced trainings are located in the Statewide Learning
Management System and can be found by searching: SFS-9.2-SPT.

For questions about the 2016 Summer Update or agency impacts, please contact the SFS Help Desk
(helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov | 877-737-4185 toll-free | 518-457-7737).

Payment Schedule Projection Method Guide Updated
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SFS has published an updated Payment Schedule Projection (PSP) Method Guide with one new method to
SFSSecure 's Budget / Commitment Control and PSP Information Center as of Tuesday, August 2. As a
reminder, the PSP Method Guide provides details regarding all PSP Methods available for agencies to use
in the SFS.

The new method allows agencies to divide annual activity over five periods with no allocation in the first or
last period.

For questions about the PSP Method Guide or other resources available on SFSSecure, please contact the
SFS Help Desk.

Next Week's Agency Checkpoint Call

SFS's August Agency Checkpoint Call is scheduled for next Wednesday, August 17 at 2:00 p.m. Save the
date and look for our agenda, which will be available in advance of the call on our SFSSecure Agency
Checkpoint Call web page.

Online and Bulkload agencies are encouraged to dial into these monthly calls. The SFS team uses this
forum to provide information regarding upcoming system updates or change requests that have agency
impacts or require agency action.

September Lapsing

The September Lapsings on September 15 and 30 are fast approaching. In the coming weeks, SFS will
update the lapsing page on SFSSecure with key dates and links to resources for your agency's staff. For
agencies with transactions (e.g., contracts and purchase orders) with appropriations that will lapse in
September, please review your agency's transactions to view what will be impacted and will require action
such as deletion, closure, or rejection as part of lapsing processing. Look for more information during SFS's
Monthly Agency Checkpoint Call scheduled for Wednesday, August 17 and future Weekly Communications
Digests.

Communications Digest – Week of August 1

No all-agency announcements were distributed during the week of August 1.

Web and Job Aids Updates – Week of August 1

Tracking web additions and updates, including updates to the array of available job aids, can help you stay
up to date on the latest changes in a variety of SFS functional areas. Turn to the Latest Web Updates
page, located in the Spotlight section of SFSSecure, for a list of the most recent edits.

 
SFS

Distribution: SFS distributed this digest to Agency Coordinators, Bulkload Liaisons and the SFSinfo ListServ on August 9 via
email.
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SFSinfo is an unmonitored email box. All emails to SFSinfo are automatically forwarded to the SFS Help Desk. To reach the
Statewide Financial System (SFS), please contact the SFS Help Desk (helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov | 877-737-4185 toll-free |
518-457-7737).
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