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SFS Weekly Communications Digest 

 

April 4, 2016 

The SFS Weekly Communications Digest contains information for the coming week and a summary of last 

week's communications from the SFS mailbox. We hope you find this digest and its links helpful. If you have 

questions at any time, please contact us by emailing the SFS Help Desk (helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov). 

The Week Ahead 

SFS View-Only Environments Now Available 

SFS opened a view-only SFS Production Financials (PFIN) environment this morning for agency SFS users. 

The environment contains production data as of Thursday, March 31 and will remain available until late April 

for agencies. Additionally, a view-only Vendor Portal is now available for inquiry and viewing. New York 

State suppliers (vendors) will be able to log into SFS but will not be able to submit, approve, or edit 

transactions. 

Links to each environment are available on SFS's public and SFSSecure websites.  

Scheduled Reopening of SFS Production Financials and Vendor Portal 

SFS PFIN and the SFS Vendor Portal are scheduled to reopen at approximately 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 

April 11, for agencies to begin financial processing post-FYE. 

SFS recommends that all agencies use this week to practice critical business activities in the SFS FYE Full 

Dress Rehearsal (FDR) environment during the blackout period. Practicing transactions will assist each SFS 

user's understanding of FYE's processes (e.g., procurement- and contract-related) and their impact on their 

data. Resources available on SFSSecure's FYE Web page under the FYE / Lapsing Resources menu 

include: 

 a framework of practice cases to run in the SFS FYE FDR environment, 

 multiple presentations and guides related to FYE, and 

 data files, expected to be posted during the week of April 11, listing transactions that SFS 

performed tasks on in the SFS Production Environment as part of FYE. 

SFS will issue an alert to agencies once the system is available. Please direct any questions to the SFS 

Help Desk (helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov | 877-737-4185 toll-free | 518-457-7737). 

Reminder: Fast-Track Call on Tuesday, April 5 Cancelled 

The Fast-Track call scheduled for tomorrow, Tuesday, April 5 has been cancelled. Please direct any 

questions to the SFS Help Desk or attend the Thursday afternoon Fast-Track call. Agency meeting 

information is available on SFSSecure's Meetings and Events Calendar. 

Communications Digest – Week of March 28 
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PC files available for Bulkload VAR Testing in ABP 

Distribution Date: Thursday, March 31  

Audience: Bulkload Agency Coordinators and Liaisons 

Introduction  

As communicated on March 14, OGS created a number of new Value Added Reseller VAR contracts in the 

Agency Business Process (ABP) environment that are available for online and bulkload agency testing. 

Some bulkload agencies requested that SFS reproduce the PC extracts that capture the newly created VAR 

contracts to assist them with their testing. To accommodate this request, SFS will... 

Use FDR Environment to Prepare for the New Fiscal Year 

Distribution Date: Wednesday, March 30  

Audience: Agency Chief Financial Officers 

Introduction  

Email distribution only  

 

As you know, the SFS is closed beginning today, March 30, for approximately 11 days to complete Fiscal 

Year End activities. By taking advantage of the SFS FYE Full Dress Rehearsal (FDR) Test Environment, 

your finance office can be ready to quickly resume transaction processing when the system reopens on 

Monday, April 11. 

SFS Change and Onboarding Requests 

Distribution Date: Tuesday, March 29  

Audience: Agency Chief Financial Officers, Agency Coordinators, and Bulkload Liaisons 

Introduction  

During the system freeze period for EE1, SFS resources continue to focus on the critical system changes 

needed for EE1 implementation and stabilization. As the stabilization period for EE1 nears completion, it is 

important for users of the SFS to understand how requests to change the SFS application and/or onboard to 

new functionality will be managed going forward. 

Web and Job Aids Updates – Week of March 28 

Tracking Web additions and updates, including updates to the array of available Job Aids, can help you 

keep abreast of progress in a variety of SFS functional areas. Turn to the Latest Web Updates page, 

located in the Spotlight section of SFSSecure, for a list of the most recent edits. 

Last week, SFS uploaded one new procurement contracts job aid and two new job aids for agency staff 

unfamiliar with the Statewide Learning Management System. Log into SFSSecure to view these job aids 

and additional agency resources.  

 JAA-CN210-028 Viewing a Non Approved Contract Amendment 

 JAA-TR000-001 Finding and Enrolling in SFS Self-Paced Training in SLMS 

 JAA-TR000-002 Finding a SFS Self-Paced Training You Already Enrolled In 

In addition to job aids, you'll find driving directions and an updated campus map to our offices on the 
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Contacting and Visiting SFS page of SFSSecure. 

  
SFS 

Distribution: SFS distributed this digest to Agency Coordinators and the SFSinfo ListServ on April 4 via email. 

SFSinfo is an unmonitored email box. All emails to SFSinfo are automatically forwarded to the SFS Help Desk. To reach the 

Statewide Financial System (SFS), please contact the SFS Help Desk (helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov | 877-737-4185 toll-free | 

518-457-7737). 
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